Laceration of the perineum, or tearing of it, is the proper designation of the accident that so frequently befalls it during the second stage of labour. In the great majority of cases the laceration is began by over-distension of the anterior border of this part, which consequently gives way at the
fourchette, its weakest portion. The tear, once commenced, is easily made to run backwards to a variable extent through parts which would have maintained their integrity if they had not been taken at a disadvantage, produced by the aforesaid giving way of the fourchette.
Central laceration of the perineum is likewise commenced by over-distension, and subsequently increased. Of this rare accident I have met three examples. In one the rupture was healed by the timely early stitches of the medical attendant. In the other two I operated long after the occurrence of the accident. Both were easily healed.
Laceration of the rectovaginal septum is, so far as I know, regarded as a result, not invariably, but nearly so, of an extension of laceration of the perineum. Of 
